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Artifact designing is originated from humans’ invention in order to
confront with ways of living, thus it can be seen in history of specific subjects,
however it would effect upon the future of social economy and expression of
cultures. According to this research, the class consciousness, is consciousness
of one’s social class or economic rank in society, which is defined as a category
of people having a common relation to the means of production, in fact, has
already implemented to human civilizations and social behaviors for centuries,
but also continually influence on the designers’ design thinking of the following
generation.

This research is where to start from analyzing in the form of class
consciousness, and then explain how these kinds of behavior or method can
affect the result of representations. Most of people working in designing, didn’t
realize that these actions and concepts are one of the important factors on
artifact designing. Accordingly, this topic has become part and parcel to discuss
how important the designer’s creation can be influenced by their consciousness
imaginations and behaviors.

The depiction of this research, collected from the reviews of productions
and articles which created by the designers, to extract the resources and details
from the designing, moreover, it tells the difference between adornment and
functionality, furthermore, this research will also explain how the designer’s
creation for each self environment can be influenced by some particular form of
class consciousness, and the coverage of influences on human society.

There are three purposes as follows:

1.Explore their similar thoughts’ quoting possibility on association and the
intersection between designing (artifact designing) and sociology (class
consciousness), thus it will be a good base for future developing.

2.Collect and classify different cases of artifact designing, distinguish
adornment and functionality.

forms and so on using the popular category principle in the designing field,
and then analyze their ranges of difference and effects on class consciousness,
thus to measure the power of influence and the importance of class
consciousness hidden in humans’ designing.

3.According to the classified cases above, further analysis and clues are given
about the possibilities of future development on design education and
philosophy.

These are the results of this research:
1.Humans always intend to mold the class product down the ages. It was a kind



of thinking motivation commonlyjus le the populace or to display their
status by rulers in the past. They n
redesigned the thinking way of the godliness for the use of their own
and then talked the mass into obeying this. This has been used for merchants
to gain benefits, as well as for consumers to satisfy their showy psychology
nowadays.

2.Designers who make class differentiation are affected by the mind control of
the upper class. The upper class makes products with identification of nobility
through various designing skills to satisfy humans’ vanity. As the lower class
has limited financial ability, the designed products with higher quality will
only be used by the upper class. Thus for a lifetime the lower class can only
stay in the using stage of Design 5 to live after the noble’s material comfort.
This longingness is used as the best way by the upper class to govern
continuously the lower class. Purposely or by accident, designers help to build
up class differentiation in the whole process.

3.Human beings create class to attach intangible labels to themselves on
purpose (it’s possible to do it by accident), intensifying the result of social
classification. In the creation of goods used by the upper class, the producers
are inclined to copy the existing inflexible images of the upper class, because
it’s a basic skill to raise the status of the design product most easily.

4.The designers create as required by the clients. Usually people from upper
class are more possessive for design works, and they have enough money for
noble designs (meaning being expensive at the same time). To satisfy their
demands becomes imperceptibly the most development goal for designers.
But actually, the designers are still the key source of developing class
consciousness.

5.1t may become a big and extreme goal to create designs applicable for the
masses without being limited by capital or value made by politicians. If
designers can think about this kind of questions during creation to have a
correct moral value of design, not only seeking for profits, they may weaken
the effects from the idea of class division.

6.For present curriculum plan in design education, it seems that the way of
driving people to rethink about the kind of ideology is to add related courses
for encouraging students to ponder the issue. The existing course of design
history is a basic introduction of designing essence. To lead students (future
designers) to introspect, it would be better to add teaching and discussing
about the design philosophy based on class consciousness.

Key words: class; design thinking; design philosophy; design history; design
culture
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