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The origin of the design in the east, especially in the East Asia, can be
traced back to the end of the 19" century. It is a kind of derivative from the
western world when they entered Japan and China for commercial development
to meet their demands on industrial technology and economy. The coming of the
western countries brought lots of new ideas impacting on the society and culture
of each region. However, when facing the import of the western civilization, the
economy, culture and society in the East Asia didn't catch up with the west.
Therefore, when eastern countries encountered the western industrial civilization,
their concepts of design didn't develop step by step as the western countries, but
evolved differently according to the various perceptions and acceptance levels of
each country on this civilization. Japan learnt actively, China developed
negatively, and Taiwan pushed forward passively due to the acceptance of the
Japanese concept in the Japanese occupied period. The perceptions on the design
of these three regions developed in different orientations, no matter on the aspect
of politics, technology, industry, education, or thoughts. As a result, the far cry
of the designs in each country was born.

In fact, the word "design" is known to all till today. It not only contains the
application significance on the factors of life, mentality, physics and vision, but
also has to meet the basic demands of the users both on life and work. However,
the design recognized by people currently is almost derived from the
mechanization of the industrial revolution and the modernization of the society
during the end of the 19" century to the beginning of the 20™.

Nevertheless, the application of the word "design" was spread around the
East Asia even earlier. When the mission of Meiji Reform went to the west for
learning during the beginning of the industry development in 183, it was
introduced to Japan in written, which was the start. And in Chinese, the
vocabulary "design" has already existed for a long time.

Instead of a new emerging word, the "design" in Chinese is an old concept
which can be interpreted and understood variously by people from different
fields according to different times and regions. Up to now, it has developed more
various special terms due to the impact from different sciences, technologies and
cultures, aiming to be understood more clearly by the public. From the brief
introduction above, it's shown that "design" has different meanings with the
evolution of the history. Although brought from the western world, it's affected
by the history, society, culture and system of each region. Relatively, these
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words have extended different exp
perceptions about design.

lan@, further resulting in the different

Although only a hundred years have passed since the birth of the design
concept, and the science of design with future expectations has started to form in
this field, the designers have to understand the true thoughts and ideas under the
social and era background if they pursue to ponder the design on a higher level.
However, with the history developing up to now, the design in Taiwan has
constructed on the classification structure and exposition rules which have been
produced by the European and American design field for a long time. From the
related education on the design history, it's reflected that the mainstream of
education in Taiwan adopts the historical concept and exposition mode of the
European and American design. Although it is inevitable in the development of a
new science, it seems that the current education on design history in Taiwan has
to step forward to another phase, in order to think about new subjects on the
studies of design history, and try new possibilities.

In conclusion, the study has two main aims as follow.

1. Based on the collection of the related literature, to collect the vocabularies
related to design from Japan, China and Taiwan, and to explore the interactive
influence and historical significance within different times and regions during
the evolving history of the design.

2.Based on the angles of Linguistic Sociology and Linguistic Synchronism, to
clarify the changing process of the design vocabularies in Japan, China and
Taiwan and to understand the social and cultural significance implied in these
vocabularies under the lead of the unique development of society, culture,
education and system in each country.

"Language" is the most direct communication tool in the consciousness
expressing and exchanging. From the birth to becoming a concept established by
long usage, further to being recorded in written, it's undoubtable that the
language has been understood and expressed for a long time. Only after
accepted by public, it formed a common view of culture. Therefore, no matter its
connotation once produced conflicts and collisions or not, it still represents the
common view of the public in the same time and region. As a result, the study
mainly takes the characteristics shown in the changes of the design vocabularies
with time passing as the object, and review the changing factors caused by the
contemporary historical background through studing two variables (society and



B
d clﬁeri ics represented by "design" in the
modern world, which enable us to-r¢examine the influence on the society

language) to find the meanings an

brought by "design" vocabularies during the usage. The results of the study are
listed as follow.

1. The usage of the design vocabularies is changing with the economic
factors

"Design" is a special field formed with the emergence of the Industrial
Revolution. Thus, in the East Asia with much remaining to be done, aiming to
link to the developed industrial countries (Japan links to the west and China
links to Taiwan), the usage of the vocabularies is changing with the
development degree of the industry, which symbolizes the transition from the
traditional craftwork to the modern design.

2. The design vocabularies are changing with the cultural factors.

As soon as the design vocabularies deviated from the original region, they are
used in the new social and cultural history, which caused the changing of
morphology and semantics of them. Moreover, the shrinking and extending
appeared within the semantic range and developed to different formations in
various cultures.

3. The design vocabularies are changing with the emergence of new things
and ideas

The emergence of new things and ideas results in that the former design
vocabularies can hardly express all of its connotations. As a result, new
vocabularies are created to replace the old ones. Such a phenomenon was very
obvious in the modern history.

Key words:Design,Vocabulary,Socialinguistics
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