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After the Western feminist movement, gender equity has become prominent
in the human society; education and poster-making competitions regarding this
concept shown on the website of the Ministry of Education (MOE) that help
students learn more about the gender cognition indicate how much attention our
society pays to the gender awareness.

Despite the promotion of gender equity, many designers’ philosophies still
imply the traditional gender stereotype. The philosophy of gender differences,
therefore, reflects a designer’s fundamental values towards the two genders.
When manipulating design concepts or objects, many designer often ignore the
strong influences brought on by differences in gender awareness -- perhaps
conditioned by the stereotype. The focus of this study, therefore, is to explore the
scope and degree of such influences and determine their feedbacks on the
education of design.

It 1s wished that through literature review, differences in gender awareness
behind artificial objects designed by their designers can be re-examined, and the
designers’ fundamental values towards the objects used by both genders can be
analyzed through the space they live in, the designed, artificial objects they use,
and the promoted, designed techniques of visual media that is seen all around us
on a daily basis. These efforts help us discuss how design techniques differ due
to gender differences and in turn realize how the human society has been
influenced by the design based on gender differences. The three primary research
objectives are as follows:

1.0rganize and examine the history and major implications of gender awareness.

2.Individually examine the history of gender differences being applied on the
design of artificial objects (spatial culture, shapes and functions of containers,
and visual philosophy) and their positive and negative implications.

3.Identify and analyze the major influences and their implications of gender
differences on the behavior of design.

4 Attempt to apply the above findings to production and determine the
procedures and results of an experimental design.

The significant findings of this study are:

1.Almost all designed, artificial objects have the host-guest relationship, which is
often seen in gender awareness and derived objects. The hierarchy of gender is
also often reflected in a certain way during design, which still depicts females
as the secondary gender controlled by males. What makes males the primary

I
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gender the females the secondary\is th er that created an object.

2.The result of designing a space, objéect; 0r~visual campaign material under the
slogan of “dedicated to males or females” is often a false sense of
gender-specific design that is actually non-existent. Objects designed out of the
respect for gender differences often end up being another way of thinking that
restricts females or a “promoter” of past traditions and stereotypes.

3.In this kind of design technique that depicts gender-difference, common
approaches include designs that restrict females’ awareness, duplicate the idea
that women should only be homemakers who support males, or the image of
males being heroes or professionals. Whether a designer did so intentionally or
unintentionally, this kind of stereotypical images would surely and constantly
influence his or her design behaviors.

4.The mainstream of design is also based on the male-centric thinking which is
reflected by objects design for both genders or for males only, resulting in the
inevitable result of most objects being male-centric. Despite the rising status of
females, objects with male-centric designs are still pervasive and showing no
significant changes. Therefore, regardless the increasing number of female
workers, it is hard to reverse the past values, and the gender-hierarchy that
places males above females continues to be duplicated.

5.In order to break free from the male-centric atmosphere, future gender-specific
design just might have to come up with female-centric designs and objects. In
the society that still places males above females, it seems the latter is always
the minority group that cannot take the leading role in the male-dominant
society, and gender equity can only be possible by promoting female-centrism.

6.The best way to re-think the design curriculum and gender awareness is to
encourage students to undergo this kind of learning or to contemplate on these
issues through certain projects. In terms of the curriculum, the mandatory
course of “History of Design” just might be a great way for students to re-think
these issues by incorporating gender-awareness related designs course.

Key words:gender difference, gender equity, sexual discrimination, design
philosophy.
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