A discussion on the connection between

design and local communities
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Preceded only by families, local communities are the space second-closest
to our life; they even carries the same implication of a “family” since they also
nurture and influence characters. With different historic backgrounds,
communities have different “characteristics” — a feature that gives local
communities values, meaning, and potentials. Since the beginning, mankind have
relied on the limited, local resources, and in turn created different civilizations.
Cultural differences, however, have been reduced, become invisible, or even
forgotten due to globalization. Mankind that keeps pursuing advancement has
not realized the care and attention deserved by local cultures and communities
until their extinction is just around the corner.

Having been ruled by a number of nations, Taiwan has developed a
multicultural structure due to its unique history. Much like other countries in the
world, local communities throughout Taiwan in the 21st century also face the
problem of cultural discontinuity. With the maturing socioeconomic structure and
democracy, people in Taiwan have also realized the influence of local
communities and wish to promote the sustainable development of local
communities and cultures through governmental policies. | was working in the
domain of design, which is often treated as a way to solve problems, and was
given an opportunity to participate in the development of local communities. The
interactions between communities and design, however, did not yield desirable
results, and many phenomena and issues that deserve to be discussed have also
been discovered in the development process due to numerous reasons. In order to
better coordinate the effort of design in the development of local communities,
this study has been implemented to discuss the relationship between design and
local communities through literature review and analysis.The three primary
objectives of this study are as follows:

1. To organize and determine the actual transformation and historic implications
of the role of “design” in local communities.

2. To review cases of design and determine the issues and phenomena emerged
during the participation of “design” in local communities.

3. To propose the issues that designers working in communities should be aware
of as references for participation local communities’ activities



jstory of local communities, local
cultures, and design has revealed that problems waiting to be solved in
contemporary local communities in Taiwan are a result of historic accumulation.
Analysis of cases of local designs also indicates that many designs only solve a
few, superficial problems in local communities; they have not dealt with the core
issues of local communities and cultures face-to-face, and sometimes even make
them worse. A possible cause is the conflict between the past attitude towards
designing products and designing local communities. The three following
conclusions have been drawn in this study after the analysis:

1. The design of a community in each era and space has different roles and
corresponding patterns.

2. The key to the connection between modern design and local communities is
the “governmental policies,” which have both positive and negative
influences.

3. In order to allow better flexibility in local design, the design attitude should
be changed and shifted to the principle of “being appropriate to the local.”

The findings of this study serve as a reference for future designers who wish
to work with local communities, and it is wished that after being equipped with
relevant concepts, the designers may better get along with local communities and
fully express the positive influences of design.

Key words: community ~ local culture ~ design.
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