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A review of relevant literature reveals that humankind usually develops a
psychological dependence on certain appliances, thus giving the originaly
insignificant objects certain connotation(s). In the mean time, by holding
sacrificial ceremonies to these appliances--concrete incarnations of their worship
which might otherwise exist only in their minds in the forms of fantasies or
myths--people find a spiritual anchorage in their pursuance of sense of security.
Thus, “God Image” was introduced into religion. “God Image” is the incarnation
of people’s worship. Originally taking shape in people’s minds, it takes on
concrete forms which are easy to worship and recall after imitation and design.
It embodies the characteristics of god, provides for believers an object to
worship, and keeps changing in terms of its appearance and making, the only
thing that remains unchanged is its main concept of “god is the whole show”.
Therefore, god image is an object embodying the concept of design from the
perspective of design. It builds a communication way between human and gods
and ghosts, and its meaningful appearance satisfies the psychological needs of
human beings.

Since various gods had taken on concrete patterns of manifestation, with the
development of the production of funerary figures, 3-D images of these gods are
produced with shaping, piling, pinching, sticking, carving and drawing
techniques. These products are the same as real personsin size, volume, material,
shape, expression and color. The process combines traditiona round carve, relief
carve and line carve techniques to achieve a realism effect.

Furthermore, the influence of religion aso drives people to carve god’s
images on mountain rocks, aiming to provided a reference for the carving of
Buddha’simages in later generation. This also has a great promotive influence
on the development of the study of the history of art design. On the other hand,
these images incarnate the shapes and appearances of gods , lead the fashion of
god image art, thus become an important representative of Chinese crafts.
Nowadays, god images are not only used in worship or sacrifice but also used as
ornamental symbols for beautification whose combination with art creation
demonstrates an alternative craft culture.

Materials used in the production of god image vary depending on the
production environment and condition, living standards, and tools available at
the time of production. With the rapid development of science and technology,
many materials are used more and more in the daily life of human beings,
including the production of god image. The advantages and disadvantages and
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human beings, regardless of what erials they are. However, will they have
impact(s) on the external appearance of the god image and its value, or
connotations of the god?

The purpose of this study is to understand the evolution of the selection of
materias for carving god images and the patterns of god images by reviewing
and interpreting history with the motivation of humankind in creating “God
Image” based on their intuitive imagination as starting point, and to analyze how
do the patterns of manifestation of god image satisfy Chinese worship concept
and the symbolic meaning of god image.

The study achieves the following results: (1) Changes in the significance and
applications of god image are reviewed; (2) Formation of the god image
application concept is analyzed; (3) Characteristics and evolution of the
significance of the application of god image are discussed; (4)Changes of
characteristics of the significance of the application of god image in life in
recent years are reviewed; (5) Characteristics of pattern changes of god image
are reviewed;(6) Changes in production materials of god image are discussed,;
(7)Characteristics of the evolution of production technology of god image are
reviewed.

Keyword: god image, craft, sacrificial ceremony, application, history of design,
pattern, material
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